RICHELIEU
Richelieu the man who could make the ideas for which
he lived certain of victory: he devoted himself to Richelieu
as the stronger man, but it was to use him for the greater
glory of God and the Church. It was also at Lugon
that this alliance was born, a blend of deep friendship
and community of religious ideals, which no later events
were ever to break.
Francois le Glerc du Tremblay, generally known to
history simply as Father Joseph, was a few years older
than Richelieu. Coming of a good Angevin family, and
destined for a soldier's career, he had manifested a monastic
vocation and entered the Franciscan Order. In teaching
and preaching he had soon shown proof of vigorous
talents. Born for a life of action and organisation, for the
guiding of men's conscience and conduct, passionate in
his beliefs, but acting always with prudence and circum-
spection, he brought to all his undertakings determination
and boldness, as well as the selflessness of a man who
works solely for an ideal, to which he would sacrifice
himself as he would other men. Realising his unrivalled
qualities, his superiors made of him a militant missioner,
whom they despatched to bear the word of God into
regions threatened by the infections of heresy. Thus it was
that Father Joseph found himself on what might be called
the Poitevin front, and was naturally brought into touch
with La Rocheposay and Richelieu. For several years
the Capuchin and the Bishop of Lugon worked side by
side in reforming the monastic house of Fontevrault, that
famous establishment whose abbesses belonged tradition-
ally to the royal family, but whose rules had become
gradually so whittled down that the nuns lived a quite
worldly, and sometimes scandalous life. The two men also
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